
 

Tardieu Oils to Honour the Role of  
Nurses in World War One Centenary 

 
The Board of Trustees of the Florence Nightingale Museum are pleased to announce the major acquisition of a 
collection of ten oil paintings by Victor Tardieu showing the volunteer field hospital run by Millicent, Duchess of 
Sutherland (1867-1955) at Bourbourg near Dunkirk in 1915. This acquisition - along with the associated 
interpretation and engagement programme - has been most generously funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the 
V&A Purchase Grant Fund and Guy’s and St Thomas’ Charity. For the First World War Centenary, from March- 
September 2014 the Florence Nightingale Museum will use these paintings to examine the history of nursing in the 
Great War and the crucial role played by women volunteers in the battlefields of France and Belgium. 
 
Sue Sheridan, Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Florence Nightingale Museum, says: 
“We are delighted that the Tardieu paintings, which represent such an important element of nursing history, have 
been acquired by the Florence Nightingale Museum. They represent a significant part of Nightingale’s legacy of 
military nursing in the field.” 
 
Natasha McEnroe, Director of the Florence Nightingale Museum, says: 
“This exciting acquisition supports the Florence Nightingale Museum's objective of using its heritage collections to 
engage the public with the history of nursing. The paintings combine a remarkable artistic quality with important 
documentary record, and will form the centerpiece of our work in 2014, acknowledging the role that nurses played 
in World War One.” 
 

Contact 
For more information, please contact Natasha McEnroe, Director: 

natasham@florence-nightingale.co.uk or 020 7620 0374 

 

 
 



 
Notes to Editors about the Florence Nightingale Museum: 
Opening hours: Daily, 10am – 5pm 
Address: Florence Nightingale Museum,2 Lambeth Palace Road, London SE1 7EW 
Website: www.florence-nightingale.co.uk 
Nearest transport: Tube - Westminster, Waterloo, Lambeth North, Rail – Waterloo, Riverboat –London Eye Pier, 
Westminster Pier, Buses – numerous routes 
Admission Prices: adult £5.80, child (under 15)/concessions £4.80, family £16 (2 adults and up to 5 children), groups 
of 15+ receive 10% discount if booked in advance. 
Accessibility: Fully accessible for wheelchair users, including toilet facilities. Located on the site of St Thomas’ 
Hospital at parking level. For the deaf and hearing impaired there is a loop system as well as subtitles on all the films. 
 

 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of 
heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to 
archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF has supported over 
34,000 projects allocating £5 billion across the UK. Website: www.hlf.org.uk  
 
2014 sees the beginning of a series of centenaries marking the First World War. Key events and developments relating to the 
conflict will be commemorated, including the Battle of the Somme, the Gallipoli campaign, the changing role of women, the 
Armistice and the dedication of the first war memorials. The Heritage Lottery Fund can provide funds to help organisations mark 
these important anniversaries by exploring the history and legacy of the war and helping people understand how it impacted on 
communities across the UK, especially their own. 

 

 
 
V&A Purchase Grant Fund  
The V&A Purchase Grant Fund is a government fund that helps regional museums, record offices and specialist libraries in England 
and Wales to acquire objects relating to the arts, literature and history. It was established at the Victoria and Albert Museum 
(V&A) in 1881 and continues to be part of its nationwide work. The annual grant budget, currently £750,000, is provided by Arts 
Council England (ACE). Each year, the Purchase Grant Fund considers some 200 applications and awards grants to around 100 
organisations, enabling acquisitions of over £3 million to go ahead. Website: www.vam.ac.uk/purchasegrantfund   

 

 
Guy’s and St Thomas’ Charity 
Guy’s and St Thomas’ Charity is a catalyst for innovation in health and healthcare in Lambeth and Southwark, investing 
£100million every five years. The Charity supports innovation in order to create world-leading healthcare in Guy’s and St 
Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust; to improve the physical and mental health of the local population; and to fulfil the vision of 
King’s Health Partners. The Charity believes that the arts can contribute to fulfilling its mission in many ways and supports a 
range of arts activities, evaluating their impact on clinical outcomes and general wellbeing. The Charity also believes in the 
power of arts to raise awareness of health issues and to improve dialogue amongst and between healthcare practitioners and 
service users. Website: www.gsttcharity.org.uk 


